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From nonsense to lessons learned, these 45 rhymes include the very well known (Itsy Bitsy Spider)

and the somewhat familiar (Hickety, Pickety, My Black Hen). The truly fantastic pictures speak more

than a thousand words as artist Scott Gustafson riffs in paint on themes present and imagined in

each verse.  Nursery rhymes are classic, and so are some of the artist's interpretations. But other

paintings are surprises, like an anthropomorphic baking bear, a pelican sea captain, and Peter Piper

as a pug on two legs. Welcome to a world where "There Was a Crooked Man" is not about a

hunchbacked senior but rather a madcap, double-jointed dandy who might be "crooked" in more

ways than one. Jack (Be Nimble) is a leaping cricket and Yankee Doodle a fun-loving chipmunk on

a fullsize horse.  Scott Gustafson's unique style, influenced by legendary book illustrators Arthur

Rackham and N. C. Wyeth, makes this a volume to be treasured by children and illustrated-book

lovers of all ages.
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If you're reading this on , you probably want to know how this book compares with other

large-format Mother Goose nursery rhyme books. Here's my comparison of this book with four

others.This book (Favorite Nursery Rhymes from Mother Goose by Scott Gustafson, ISBN

978-0867130973) -- 45 rhymes. Published 2007. PLUSES: Illustrations (oil paintings) are large,

detailed, varied, and fanciful; think a combination of Norman Rockwell, Walt Disney, and Salvador

Dali. My favorites include "Jack Be Nimble" with Jack as a grasshopper, and "Simple Simon" as a



monkey and the pieman as a gorilla. Several illustrations offset the "politically incorrect" aspects of

the corresponding rhymes (e.g., for "Peter, Peter, Pumpkin-Eater" a squirrel couple serves pie to a

boy in front of their pumpkin house). Some illustrations depict black and Asian children. MINUSES:

Because only the first 1-4 verses from each rhyme is given, "Old Mother Hubbard" is missing a lot of

verses. With the smallest selection of rhymes of the books reviewed here, it may not have some that

your child may like (e.g., "Three Little Kittens"). SUMMARY: 5 stars.Mary Engelbreit's Mother

Goose: One Hundred Best-Loved Verses, ISBN 0060081716 -- Published 2005. PLUSES: If you

like Engelbreit's artistic style, this book is for you. A number of illustrations depict black and Asian

children. Has some uncommon rhymes (e.g., "Three Little Ghostesses" and "Terrence McDiddler").

I found no violent rhymes.
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